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DICK BARNES - MARCH 2008

2007 was a milestone year for Sports 2000 racing. The 30th Anniversary Reunion of
Sports 2000 was held at Road America in May and reunited 85 Sports 2000s and many
more car owners, racers, and friends. The balance of 2007 continued the momentum
with large entries at Mosport, Mid-Ohio, VIR and Watkins Glen as well as excellent
turnouts at the other races on the NAC-SRCC schedule. The combination of great
competition, excellent social gatherings and friendly owners, drivers and supporters

provided a compelling incentive to be a part of the fun.

2008 promises to be as good if not better. The season opens with back-to-back events
at Roebling Road and VIR in April. Road America (May) is a wonderful course for
Sports 2000s as everyone agreed in 2007. In June, Mosport and Mid-Ohio provide
successive weekends of outstanding tracks. In addition, the Bill Hirst Memorial Cup
will be presented to the Sports 2000 driver who best displays the qualities epitomized
by the late Bill Hirst including commendable driving skill, sportsmanship, and
competitor camaraderie. This award has been donated by his son, Jonathan, in honor
and memory of his father who was an outstanding Canadian racer for several decades.
The PVPGA/VRG historic race at Beaver Run will provide plenty of track time. In
August, we will get the yrst chance to visit the new New Jersey Motorsports Park.
September will again bring us another opportunity for Road America and VIR. The VIR
Fall Festival championship races have always brought together more than 20 cars as
well as providing a Sports 2000 only race. October at Watkins Glen gave the 2007
attendees tons of track time. Nothing should change this year. For the southerners
who don’t want to travel too far, Road Atlanta is a super track. In 2008, both races as
well as the December event at Roebling Road will count for 2009 points so that

attendees can gain a big leg up on their rivals in 2009.




As in 2007, we have tried to schedule an equal number of races within each region so
that members competing for regional and overall championships do not have to travel
too far. We are keenly aware of the increasing costs of racing. In addition, like last

year, all SCCA races will count for points if the results are sent to Cap Chenoweth, the
points-keeper, within two weeks of the event. Please visit the NAC-SRCC website for

details of the points awards or feel free to email or call any of the Board members.

We encourage all members and non-members to send any and all comments,
qguestions, race reports and any other pertinent information to myself, Dave Arundel,
our Director of Communications, or any other Board member for inclusion on the
website and in the newsletter. We want to add as much color and detail as we can to
the newsletters, website and other communications. To do this we need the help of all
those interested in S2000s. Please take the time to send us your thoughts,

observations and ideas.

Don’t forget to take the time to renew your membership for 2008. Your membership
expires at the end of each year so you will not be eligible for any championship points,
sponsor awards unless you have a current membership. We have become an
organization which has been able to gain a voice with many sponsoring organizations
due to the numbers and involvement of our members. Keeping your membership cur-
rent also helps us keep in touch with you through email. The cost of a membership is
nominal. If you don’t feel that we warrant your membership dollars, please take the

time to tell us why.

NAC-SRCC is a volunteer organization. We have published a list of Race Chairman
for each race on the schedule. If anyone would be willing to help out in any aspect of a
race weekend please contact the designated race chair. Also, we can use all help with

race reporting. A driver’s perspective is only one aspect of a race weekend. All crew




and friends are encouraged to share their experiences with us. Anecdotes and bench

racing stories are always welcome.

At several races, we will be fortunate enough to have members performing technical
inspection for us. No tech lines!! It would be great to have this service available at

all races. However, technical inspectors have to be approved by the sponsoring race
organizations. If you feel that you are qualiyed to be a tech inspector and would kindly
take the time to help out, please let Mike Crumay or Larry Rossi know so we can get

you on the approved list.

We are all eagerly awaiting the start of a new season. Please join us at Roebling Road
and/or VIR in April. The more the merrier! On behalf of the Board, | look forward to

seeing everyone as soon as possible.

THE NEW BOARD TAKES OVER

The 2008 SRCC board is in place.

Here is the lineup.

Year Two of a two year appointment:
Dick Barnes: Board Chair and Treasurer.
barnesrd41@comcast.net

Dave Arundel: Director of Communications.
darundel@goredline.net

Year One of a two year appointment:
Walter Carson: wcarson@yahoo.com
Tom Kane: Secretary. Tjkane5l@hotmail.com
Larry Rossi: |krossicorp@comcast.net

For proyles on the new board members, you may go to our November 2007 newsletter,
which has a link on the SRCC website.




Of course, you may contact any board member with any questions you have
regarding SRCC Club activities. Schedules, rules, technical help etc. etc. Drop any of
us an email. We are glad to serve the club and will help in any way we can.

Our last board meeting was held on March 2nd. We are now posting the

minutes from the board meetings on the SRCC website which is www.nac-srcc.com.
On the home page you will ynd a link to iBoard Meeting Minutes.o Click on the link and
you will have access to our meeting minutes. Another good reason to check the SRCC
website from time to time! The board will meet by phone once a month, so there will be
monthly updates to the website.

BOARD HOT TOPICS

The hot topics for the board are:

» Doing a better job with our Race Chair program. You will see more on that later
in the newsletter.

» Discussing the possible addition of newer S2’s to the club’s eligibility rules. We
are considering allowing S2’s manufactured up to 1991 to join the club. More on
this later in the newsletter.

» Trying to get a solid base of 5 or more important sponsors. More on this also later
in the newsletter.

If you have something you want us to discuss or consider, send us an email! Or start a
discussion on the EZ Board.

2008 - TIME TO RENEW

In the past the memberships started and stopped seemingly in random fashion.
By board action, that has come to an end.

You will need to be a member and pay for a membership and the membership will be
good for calendar year 2008. No exceptions. We have to fistart overo and get everyone
on the same page. This means some of you will have only gotten 9 months out of your
previous membership. Sorry. We can't help it. Hey...it is 50 bucks! You all can afford it!
From now on all memberships will be for the calendar year.

So...we need ALL SRCC members to send in a membership
renewal....NOW!




* Please go to the SRCC website at www.nac-srcc.com.

e On the left hand side is a link to: Signup

* Click on this and you will be able to print a membership form.

» Send the form, along with $50 to Dick Barnes at the address on
the bottom of the form.

How about doing your volunteer board a BIG favore.print, yll out and mail your 2008
membership today. We don’t want to spend our evenings on the phone calling you to
follow up!! How about it? Let's get this done THIS WEEK!!

No membership means no points, no newsletter, no sponsor rafpes, etc. etc.
THANK YOU!

2008 - SRCC SCHEDULE UPDATE

Please note this change to our 2008 points schedule:

Race #5 was scheduled for Summit Point in May. This is NOT going to be an SRCC
points race. This leaves us with 13 points races for the year.

Please go to the SRCC website to view the entire schedule.

SRCC RACE CHAIR PROGRAM

One of the things we are going to improve on this year is our Race Chair Program.
We want our members to have a great experience at every race they attend. We want
them to have a predictable experience from race to race. We want close and safe
racing. We want to deal with problem driving and drivers, and most of all....we want to
have fun!!

Every SRCC points race will have an ofycial Race Chair and an Assistant Race Chair.
The race chair will be an SRCC board member, and the Assistant Race Chair will be a
club member. This is often a stepping stone to becoming a board member.




THE RACE CHAIRS DUTIES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Poll the members to see who is coming to the race they are chairing and promote the
race to insure a big turnout. Help with any special needs members may have in
attending a race such as housing, directions, trailer parking etc. etc. Help organize
the teching of our cars in our paddock spots! We have the greenlight from most of the
sanctioning bodies to have our own inspectors tech our cars! Tech Inspectors will
include Larry Rossi, Mike Crumay and Noah Arundel among others. Hold an SRCC
driver’'s meeting before the SRCC group ever hits the track. Go over our driving
expectations and consequences of bad driving. Make sure everyone is invited to our
gala hospitality event for the weekend. Hold a short driver’'s meeting immediately
following the last sprint race to hand out door prizes, and handle any discipline issues
arising from bad driving.

Here is the 2008 season SRCC Race Chair assignments and what board mebers will
be at each SRCC points race:

RACE Arundel | Barnes | Carson Kane ROSSI Race
Chair
Roebling Yes Yes Yes carson
VIR Yes Tentative Yes Tentative Barne_s/
Rossi
RA Yes
Arundel
Mid Ohio Yes Yes
Kane
Mosport Yes Yes .
Rossi
Beaver Run Yes
Barnes
Thunderbolt Yes Yes .
Rossi
RA ??? TBD
VIR Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Kane/
Arundel
The Glen Yes .
Rossi
oeblinag Yes carson




If you would like to volunteer to be an assistant race chair for one of the points races
please contact the appointed race chair who is a board member. Their emalil
addresses are in the board section at the top of the newsletter! This club is all about
participation...so jump in and help at a track near you! Thanks!!

NOAH ARUNDEL

This month we proyle Noah Arundel. Noah is only 26 years old but has some serious
racing history under his belt! Noah is %2 of the Speedlab father-son team with his father
Dave Arundel. The SRCC is not just for old-timers! Noah is a great race car engineer,
and a very fast driver. He cut his teeth working with his father on their PCA Porsche
Club racing cars, a 914, and then a 911. Noah was the youngest credentialed crew
member in the 1998 Daytona 24 hours at 16 years old, crewing for the Johnson
Autosport GT2 Porsche. Noah has recently received a great honor. He is one of the
100 ynalists for the VW Jetta tdi Cup. 30 drivers will be chosen to drive in this new pro
series sponsored by Volkswagen...driving indentically prepared VW Jetta tdi turbo
diesels. They will gather in April at Phoenix International Raceway and have a
competition to determine the ynal 30 drivers. Good luck Noah!

1. Noah, for a guy who is 26 years old you have had quite a lot of involvement in
motor sports. When did you yrst get fithe bug?0

Growing up | remember wanting to be one of two things when | grew up. The yrst was
a Top Gun Fighter pilot and the second was a race car driver. | don’t have 20/20 vision
nor the grades to attend one of the military academies and so racing is a better yt. My
parents always had an MG or an old 911 growing up and my dad would take me to the
races so | was kind of born into it.

2. Tell us about your involvement with the Super Mileage program when you
were in high school.

The Minnesota State High School League holds a completion every spring at the
Brainerd International Raceway where teams from around 100 high schools in the
state compete to see who can achieve the highest MPG run using a 3.5 HP Briggs and
Stratton motor and a minimum of three wheels. | joined the team at the high school |
attended my freshmen year. Under the rules the students are required to design and
build the cars themselves with the only outside help coming in the form of advice. |
think our best ynish was my junior year when we placed third in Minnesota and were




invited to compete in the Indiana state competition where we placed 1st. Both runs
where in 700MPG range!

3. When did you want to go from working on race cars to actually racing them
yourself?

That was always my intention. Growing up | was always trying to get my parents to let
me race go karts. | have always been mechanically inclined so when it became
apparent that | was going to have to fund my racing myself | focused on learning to do
as much of the mechanical stuff as | could on my own as a way to bring down the cost
of my racing.

4. Tell us about the Mechanics Training Program at the Jim Russell Racing
School. What did you get out of that, and do you recommend it for you up and
coming racers?

The Russell MTP program was started about 30 years ago as a way for aspiring race
mechanics and engineers to gain racecar experience. Most Indycar and ALMS teams
won’t hire some Joe blow mechanic off the street. The MTP program allows you to
gain a lot of racing experience quickly. The pits of any Indycar, ALMS or NASCAR race
are ylled with graduates of the MTP program. Even a few drivers like Memo Gidley

got their start as MTP’s. The MTP program has been in a lot of turmoil the last couple
years with the change in ownership at Russell, | would recommend it for some and
different route for others.

5. You have driven a variety of race cars. How do you rate the Sports 2000 and
particularly the Swift DB2 with others you have raced?

| love the Sports 2000, there is no better bang for the buck in racing. Every category of
race car I've driven feels different. | think the DB2 is the only S2 I've driven so | can’t

say how it compares to the other S2’s but | can say Sports 2000 is one of my favorite
classes.

6. How did you end up going to China to help introduce Formula China Racing to
China? What were the highlights and lowlights of that experience?

| saw the post Brian Utt made about the China opportunity and contacted him. We
talked and he offered me the Job. The whole China story is long so ynd me at a race to
hear the whole thing but the two highlights were setting the overall track record in test-




ing and just the whole trip as an experience. The lowlight was the mismanagement
by the Chinese and their unwillingness to listen to the experts they hired like myself
and Brian. The whole venture had and still has great potential, the Chinese
management just couldn’t get out of their own way.

7. What work did you do on the Speedlab Swift DB2 in the off season?

We replaced most of the panels in the side pods and poor of the tub. | have noticed a
number of people have foam problems with their fuel cells lately and ours was due so
we had the bag re-foamed and recoated. The rest is just the usual preseason
maintenance and inspection.

8. How has it worked having your dad as a teammate in the Speedlab racing
program?

Sometimes we butt heads but in general it's good. | do most of the mechanical work
and he buys the parts and pays the entry fees. We share the driver’s seat during the
enduro’s. | probably would not be racing if not for our arrangement so there’s no
complaints on my end.

9. Rumor has it you are a ynalist for a slot in the VW Jetta TDI cup which is
launching in April 2008. Tell us more about the series and your chances.

That would be true. VW is launching a spec series for their new Jetta TDI (turbo
diesel). They have selected about 100 people to come to a test in Phoenix the yrst
weekend in April and compete for 30 seats in the series. The series is supporting
ALMS, Grand Am and World Challenge and will be televised on Speed channel. | think
my chances are good, | have a variety of experiences and should do well. This could
be my big break and give me the opportunity to make the jump to getting paid to drive,
or at least not having to pay to drive. If | make it into the ynal 30 | need to come up with
sponsorships to the tune of $50,000, so if anyone would like the opportunity to align




